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The swallowed thud of cattle shouldering through 
Cool translucent distances of dew; 
The blue dawn like a shell warmed by their lowing; 
The patter of pigeon-feet on the roof; the rooster crowing; 
The tepid interval when pale birds cheep 
Beneath their wings; the flutter muffled with sleep; 
Crickets on dripping planks; the delighted noises of things 
 that creep 
In subterranean softness: things too small for a name 
Moving through private tunnels down to their instant of 
 flame... 
Strange, how beautiful these things are; how these 
Things are still beautiful; strange 
That our sweet flesh falters, knows ghastly changeð 
And these things are still beautiful under the hawk-dark 
 trees! 
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I can tell balsam trees 
By their grayish bluish silverish look of smoke. 
Pine trees fringe out. 
Hemlocks look like Christmas. 
The spruce tree is feathered and rough 
Like the legs of the red chickens in our poultry yard. 
I can study my geography from chickens 
Named for Plymouth Rock and Rhode Island, 
And from trees out of Canada. 
No; I shall leave the chickens out. 
I shall make a new geography of my own. 
I shall have a hillside of spruce and hemlock 
Like a separate country, 
And I shall mark a walk of spires on my map, 
A secret road of balsam trees 
With blue buds. 
Trees Fat smell like a wind out of fairy-land 
Where little people live 
Who need no geography 
But trees. 
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A white hen sitting 
On white eggs three: 
Next, three speckled chickens 
As plump as plump can be. 
An owl, and a hawk, 
And a bat come to see: 
But chicks beneath their mother's wing 
Squat safe as safe can be.  
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